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their special strength or inclination. The
danger lies in abuse of this freedom—the
election of courses that are easy but have
tittle disciplinary or instructional value. To
obviate this disadvantage, several methods
have been used, such as the division of the
courses into groups, each student being re-
quired to choose a certain amount of work
from each of these groups, and the assign-
ment of members of the faculty as advisers
to the students. Practically all of the Amer-
ican state universities have adopted the
elective system, and most of the new private-
ly endowed institutions, as well as some of
the older ones, are rapidly extending their
elective courses. The proportion of elective
courses offered varies from one-fourth to
one-half of the whole course.
ELECTORAL COLLEGE, in the United
States, a body of men chosen by the qualified
voters of the several states to elect the Pres-
ident and Yice-President. The number of
electors chosen by each state is equal to the
whole number of members that the state
sends to both houses of Congress. No Sena-
tor or Representative or person holding an
office of profit or trust under the United
States can be chosen as an elector.
The day on which electors are chosen must
be the same in all states—the Tuesday next
after the first Monday in November. This
is the day on which it is incorrectly declared
that we vote for President and Yiee-Presi-
dent. The electors thus chosen in November
meet in their respective states on the second
Monday in January and vote by ballot for
President and Vice-President. They then
make distinct lists of all persons voted for
as President and Vice-President, and of the
number of votes for each; these lists they
sign3 certify and transmit, sealed, to Wash-
ington, directed to the president of the Sen-
ate, who opens them in the presence of both
houses of Congress, on the second Wednesday
of the succeeding February. A majority of
the whole number of electoral votes is neces-
sary to elect.
If no candidate for President has a ma-
jority of votes, the House of Representatives
must ehoQse for President one of the three
persons having the highest number of votes.
The Senate in turn, will then choose a Vice-
President The electors no longer use dis-
cretionary powers, as planned by the Con-
stitution makers, but cast their votes for the
candidates previously nominated by their
 respective parties. See president; vice-
president.
ELECTORAL COMMISSION, a commis-
sion appointed by an act of Congress in 1877
to investigate the returns of electoral votes
from Florida, Louisiana, Oregon and South
Carolina, by which would be determined the
Presidential election of 1876. The commis-
sion numbered fifteen members, consisting of
three Republican Senators, two Democratic
Senators, three Democratic Representatives,
two Republican Representatives and five
Associate Justices of the Supreme Court.
It was apparent that the commission was
evenly divided between the two parties, with
the exception of the fifth justice, Bradley,
who had taken the place of Justice Davis of
Illinois. However, he cast his vote with the
Republican members and decided against the
Democratic claim that the commission should
go behind the returns and investigate charges
of fraudulent voting and manipulation of
returns. This point being determined, the
commission in every ease sustained the va-
lidity of the Hayes electors, thus deciding the
election in favor of Mr. Hayes and against
Mr. Tilden. See united states of amer-
ica, subhead History} hates, eutherford
BURCHARD; TlLDEH, SAMUEL JONES.
ELECTORS, german imperial, those
German princes who had a voice in the elec-
tion of the German emperor (see golden"
bull). Originally the number was seven,
but in 1648 it was increased to eight and in
1692 to nine.
ELECT&A, e letftrah, in Greek legend, the
daughter of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra,
the sister of Orestes and Iphigenia. She does
not appear in Homer, but was a favorite
character in later literature. Her story is
the subject of plays by Aeschylus, Euripides
and Sophocles. There are many variations
in the treatment of the legend, which, in its
broad outlines, is as follows: After the
murder of her father on his return from the
Trojan War by Clytemnestra and Aegisthus,
Eleetra saves the life of Orestes by sending
him out of the country. Grown to manhood
Orestes returns and slays both Clytemnestra
and Aegisthus.
ELECTRICAL FISH, any fish that gives
an electric shock. One of the best known
is the electric eel, a native of South America.
It is of nearly equal thickness throughout
and grows to the length of six feet. A spe-
cies of catfish about four feet long that lives

